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report by the CRG highlights the extent to which climate change is affecting our health, with more than two-thirds of doctors citing the likely consequences of climate change as a major threat to their profession, if not the welfare of humanity as a whole. The CRG’s “Climate Risks to the UK’s National Health Service: Summary of the Findings of a UK-wide Survey of Doctors” reported a number of
alarming findings in relation to the health impact of climate change. The CRG, the science and evidence-based charity founded by Professor John Pugh and Dr Benny Peiser, has published its new report in advance of this week’s Geneva Climate Summit, which is the first major UN meeting on climate change. One key finding was that two-thirds (67%) of doctors felt that climate change is likely to
affect the health of the public in the UK in the next 12 months, with a further two-thirds (69%) of doctors noting that the consequences of climate change are likely to affect “the health of people around the world”. The CRG survey looked at the findings of a representative sample of doctors who completed a web-based questionnaire over three-and-a-half weeks in February and March 2015, with

a total of 870 doctors participating in the survey. The survey, which was partly funded by the Nuffield Foundation, found that climate change was the single biggest environmental threat facing doctors, with 91% of respondents noting that the health of patients “is already affected by air and water pollution, and overburdened emergency services”. The report also found that carbon emissions
(both in the context of fossil fuels and in urban transport) are likely to affect the health of patients, with 82% of doctors noting that carbon emissions affect people’s health and well-being “in a negative way”, while another 61% felt that emissions affect the “lives of the future”. The report found that 54% of doctors had seen evidence for how climate
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